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WHEN: 
Thursday, March 27, 2008 
 
SCHEDULE: 
6:00 p.m. Social Hour 
6:30 p.m. Dinner 
 
Choice of (1) Prim Rib, (2) Salmon (3) Chicken  
(4) Vegetable plate 
 
7:15 p.m. Speaker Presentation: 
 
WHERE:  
Butcher Shop Steakhouse 
5255 Kearny Villa Road 
San Diego, CA 
(858) 565-2272 
 
COST:  
ASM Members and spouses - $22 
Non-members - $25 
Retirees or Students - $15 
 
TO REGISTER: RSVP’s by March 25th 
Call ASM Info Line at (619) 685-8848, or send an  
e-mail to asmsandiego@gmail.com  

 
      
      
      
       

 
The Predator Proves its 

Worth 
By; Frank Belknap 
General Atomics 

Abstract: 

Simple, cost-effective and lethal. The Predator A, 
manufactured by General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems Inc. (GA-ASI, San Diego, Calif.) has gained 
that reputation after strategic combat successes in the 
Balkans, Afghanistan and Iraq. Designed for both high-
altitude reconnaissance and air strikes, satellite-
controlled Predators are flown remotely by Air Force 
pilots at Nellis AFB in Nevada. Since 1995, more than 
165,000 flight hours have been logged. With a 17m/55-
ft wingspan and 8m/27-ft length, the Predator A is 
about the size of a Cessna 4-place light general 
aviation plane, and flies even slower. Gross takeoff 
weight is about 2,300 lb/1,045 kg, including a payload 
of EO/IR camera and other sensors.  

 

Bio  

Frank Belknap has twenty five years of technical and 
executive experience in research, design, analysis, 
manufacturing and operation of composite structures.  
He is currently the Director of Composite 
Manufacturing for General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems, Inc. in Rancho Bernardo, CA. He manages 
the daily operation of a 135,000 sq ft state of art 
manufacturing operation for the production and repair 
of Predator B, and Sky Warrior, remotely operated 
aircraft systems. 

 



February 2008 Meeting at a Glance 

 
Dr Ken Schultz from General Atomics   Ex-Chairs and other attendees of the meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abe Hurlich Award 
Applications are currently being accepted for the 2007-2008 Abe Hurlich San Diego Chapter Student Award.  
This annual award is given to a local materials science student who exhibits outstanding merit in scholarship, 
leadership, and service. The award was established in memory of Abe Hurlich, a past-chair of our chapter 
(1960), and past-president of ASM International (1977).  The award consists of a $1200 scholarship, one-year 
ASM membership, and medallion.  For information visit at the chapter website or call the ASM Info Line at 
(619) 685-8848 
 



  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

WESTMORELAND MECHANICAL TESTING 
  &  RESEARCH, INC. 

 

P.O. Box 388 
Youngstown, PA  15696 

(724) 537-3131 

Fax: 537-3151 
www.wmtr .com 

WMT&R is a technical leader in the material testing 
industry performing cost effective material testing 

 

 Metcut Research Inc. 
Testing the World’s Materials Since 1948 

 ·  M echanical  Pr oper ty  and  Str uctu r al  T est ing for aerospace, power 
generation, ground transportation, biomaterials, and other industries 

·  C om p lete L abor ator y  F aci l i t i es equipped w i th over 350 test stands 
f i x tured for uni ax ial , mul t i -ax ial , bending, torsional , and ax ial  torsi on 
modes 

·  Specim en  Pr epar at ion , F i x tu r ing, and  T est ing of  metal l i c and non-
metal l i c materials including superal loys, i ntermetal l i cs, ceramics, 
plasti cs, elastom ers, and advanced com posi tes (M M C, CM C, PM C) 

·  T est ing conducted to customer and industry standards f or al l  form s of  
mechanical  properti es, including static, fati gue, creep/rupture, f racture 
mechanics, and crack  propagation 

·  C on t r ol led  T est ing E nvi r onm ent s f rom -320°F to 2400°F 
·  M etal logr aphi c F aci l i t ies for m icrostructural  characteri zati on, f ai lure 

analysi s, and coating evaluation, including SEM /ED S 
 
 

 Metcut Research Inc.  3980 Rosslyn Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45209 

Cincinnati Testing Labs  417 Northland Blvd, Cincinnati, OH 45240 

Metcut Recherches S.A.S.  22 rue du Moulin de la Garde, Nantes, France 

www.metcut.com 



 
ASM SD Chapter is looking for events sponsor with the 
following cost structure: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Newsletter Advertisement:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please contact any Chapter Executive Committee member from the website below for details. 
www.databack.com/sandiego/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type of Sponsorship Cost Services 

Full Sponsorship 
(monthly meeting) 

$200.00 Poster, name recognition, five 
minutes speech 

Partial Sponsorship 
(monthly meeting) 

$100.00 Poster and Name recognition 

Fall Seminar (Full) $1000.00 Poster, name recognition, ten 
minutes speech 

Fall Seminar (Partial) $200.00 Poster and Name recognition 

Advertisement Size  Rate per year 
1x Business card $150 
2x Business card $270 

 P.O. Box 86202 
San Diego, CA 92138-6202 

The e-mail for San Diego Chapter is asmsandiego@gmail.com.  All members are requested to send 
their reservation to this address or call (619) 685-8848 


